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Authorship criteria for STEPCARE Trial publications

The STEPCARE Trial Management Committee will decide on authorships, guided by the following principles:
Basic principle:
The International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) recommends that authorship be based on the following 4 criteria:
1) Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of data for the work; AND
2) Drafting the work or reviewing it critically for important intellectual content; AND
3) Final approval of the version to be published; AND
4) Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved.

Provided that the investigator meets the ICMJE criteria, the opportunity to participate in the author group will be offered according to the following principles:

I) The three main research articles, reporting the main results of the three trials
Participation in the author group will be offered to the members of the Trial Management Committee and Trial research fellows (for the paper the fellow relates to). 
In addition, Site investigators will be offered the opportunity for authorship based on the number of patients recruited in the main trial:
	- 15 patients: one authorship, i.e. one name in one of the three papers
	- 30 patients: two authorships, i.e. one name in two of the three papers or one name in one paper and 	another name in one paper
	- 45 patients: three authorships, i.e. one name in all three papers or totally three names, one in each 	paper
	- 75 patients: four authorships, i.e. one name in all three papers and another name in one paper, or 	totally four names with one authorship for each 
	- 105 patients: five authorships, i.e. one name in all three papers and another name in two papers, or 	totally five names with one authorship for each
	- 135 patients or more: six authorships, i.e. two names in all three papers, or totally six names with one 	authorship for each
	- sites recruiting even more patients will be granted an opportunity for extra authorships



II) Protocol papers
Trial research fellows (for the paper/papers the fellow is connected with and has contributed to), the Trial Management Committee, National Investigators, and some site Principal Investigators based on suggestions of the National Investigators. Being an author on a protocol paper does not automatically confer authorship on the final trial papers.

III) Substudies and spin-offs
Authorship will be jointly decided by the leader of the sub-study and the Trial Management Committee and will be based on the contribution to that particular study and manuscript, considering both patient recruitment and intellectual contributions to the study. All Trial Management Committee members should be offered co-authorship on substudy publications and protocols. National Investigators who have been involved in a substudy should also be offered co-authorship.

Concerning all papers:
Each person wishing to be a co-author and who meets the other criteria for authorship must respond to the correspondence promptly and send the necessary conflict-of-interest forms and other required documents without delay. If the corresponding author does not receive the documents by the deadline set by the corresponding or lead author, the person is not entitled to authorship. 
The corresponding author must allow 14 days for the co-authors to review and comment on the manuscript when it is first sent to the co-authors. 
Each co-author must have been directly involved with the study and contributed to it. Department and/or Academic leadership without direct study involvement is not an acceptable basis for authorship. 
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University of Helsinki, Helsinki, Finland.
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	Department of Anaesthesiology and Intensive Care, Kuopio University Hospital.

Institute of Clinical Medicine, University of Eastern Finland, Kuopio, Finland.
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Tampere University, Faculty of Medicine and Health Technology, Tampere, Finland.

	Frances Bass
	fbass@georgeinstitute.org.au
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Critical Care Program, The George Institute for Global Health and UNSW Sydney, Randwick, NSW, Australia.
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	Neurology, Department of Clinical Sciences Lund, Lund University, Lund, Sweden.

Neurology, Skåne University Hospital, Lund, Sweden.
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	Department of Clinical Sciences Lund, Lund University, Lund, Sweden.

Department of Research, Development, Education and Innovation, Skåne University Hospital, Lund, Sweden.

	Naomi Hammond 
	nhammond@georgeinstitute.org.au
	Malcolm Fisher Department of Intensive Care, Royal North Shore Hospital, Northern Sydney Local Health District, St Leonards, NSW, Australia.

Critical Care Program, The George Institute for Global Health and UNSW Sydney, Randwick, NSW, Australia.

	Matt Wise 
	mattwise@doctors.org.uk
	Adult Critical Care, University Hospital of Wales, Cardiff, UK.
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	Manoj.Saxena@health.nsw.gov.au
	Department of Intensive Care Medicine, St George Hospital, New South Wales, Australia.

Critical Care Program, The George Institute for Global Health, University of New South Wales, Australia.

St George Clinical School, University of New South Wales, Australia.
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	Intensive Care Unit, Wellington Hospital, Wellington, New Zealand.

Medical Research Institute of New Zealand, Wellington, New Zealand.

Australian and New Zealand Intensive Care Research Centre, Monash University, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.

Department of Critical Care, University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.
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simon.schmidbauer@med.lu.se
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Department of Regional Health, Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Southern Denmark, Denmark
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	Anesthesia and Intensive Care, Department of Clinical Sciences, Lund University, Skane University Hospital, Malmö, Sweden.
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